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Maturity Stage (Horticultural Harvesting) of Prickly Pear
(Opuntia ficus-indica) Fruits in El-Taif Area of Saudi Arabia

M.A. SHAHEEN, S.Z. EL-AGaMYy and S.M. BEN-LAGDAM
Department of Arid Land Agriculture, Faculty of Meteorology,
Environment and Arid Land Agriculture,

King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. This study was conducted to determine stage of maturity of
prickly pear (Opuntia ficus-indica) fruits in El-Taif (Al Hada) area, Saudi
Arabia, during 1989-1990 seasons. The physical and chemical fruit charac-
ters studied were: fruit length, diameter, weight, size, pulp weight, the per-
centage of ].;ulp weight of total fruit weight, weight of fruit coat, the total
soluble solids (TSS), acidity and the percentage of TSS to acidity and mois-
ture content. The results indicated that under El-Taif environment prickly
pear fruits are considered mature and withstand handling and marketing
operations after 77-84 days from fruit setting.





